Twenty-eight

Charles had lost a beloved son, he had gained what
was far more dear to him, peace with power. Men no longer
questioned his actions, and they only dared whisper about
his motives; no one disputed his absolute rule. The dis-
approval was altogether w>//o voce when he restored James
to the office of Lord Admiral, utilizing for the purpose
that most arbitrary of all debatable royal preroga-
tives, the power to dispense with an Act of Parliament.
He simply signed an order that James need not take the
Test,

He was even able to do something for his old project of
toleration. The laws against dissenters, especially the new
harsh regulations for Catholics, were noticeably relaxed
and pardons were issued in sheafs to men convicted under
them* The only group still persecuted were dissenting
Whigs of pronounced political views, and they were dis-
criminated against on political grounds. While Charles
was willing to grant a toleration to any school of theo-
logical thought, he was by no means so broad minded
when men questioned his own authority, On every side
that authority was being upheld in addresses of such
slavish submission from counties, towns and corporations
that one wit, remembering the impudent language of